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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE REACTION TO US WITHDRAWAL FROM ILO 

1 . THE EMBASSY RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 1 A "CONFIDENTIAL" NOTE 
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (DATED AUGUST 30) 
CONCERNING THE USG INTENTION TO WITHDRAW FROM THE ILO. WE 
HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED RECEIPT AND INFORMED DFA THAT WE HAVE FOR 
WARDED ITS NOTE TO THE DEPARTMENT. FOLLOWING IS REPEAT OF 
DFA NOTE: BEGIN QUOTE: THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND HAS THE HONOR TO REFER TO THE NOTICE OF WITH- 
DRAWAL OF THE UNITED STATES FROM MEMBERSHIP IN THE INTERNATION- 
AL LABOR ORGANIZATION FIELD ON 5 NOVEMBER 1975 AND DUE TO 
EXPIRE ON 5 NOVEMBER 1977. 

2. IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT 
THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS CREATED A HIGH LEVEL 
COMMITTEE IN WASHINGTON TO UNDERTAKE AN IN-DEPTY STUDY ON 
THE AMERICAN POLICY VIS-A-VIS THE ORGANIZATION. THE 
DEPARTMENT HOPES THAT THIS STUDY WILL BE FINISHED IN GOOD 
TIME BEFORE THE WITHDRAWAL IS TO TAKE PLACE. 
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3. IN THIS CONNECTION, THE PHILIPPINE AND JAPANESE 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR DEEP CONCERN AT THIS 
INTENTION OF THE UNITED STATES TO WITHDRAW FROM THE 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION, AS SHOWN IN THE PHIL- 
IPPINE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED DURING THE RECENT VISIT TO THE 
PHILIPPINES OF HIS EXCELLENCY, PRIME MINISTER TAKEO FUKUDU. 

IT IS THEIR COMMON POSITION THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE 
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UNITED STATES WILL SERIOUSLY AND AVERSELY AFFECT THE 
ORGANIZATION AND THE CAUSE OF MAINTAINING GLOBAL COOPER- 
ATION. 

4. IT IS OUR PROFOUND BELIEF THAT THE UNITED STATES, 

IN SPITE OF THE TEMPORARY DIFFICULTIES IN THE ORGANIZA- 
TION, WOULD STILL BE IN A POSITION TO MAKE ITS VALUED 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE RE-OREINTATION AND CONTINUED VIABILITY 
OF THE ORGANIZATION. IT WOULD INDEED BE DEEPLY REGRETABLE 
IF THE UNITED STATES WERE TO QUIT THE ORGANIZATION. 

5. IT SEEMS TO BE THE CONSENSUS AMONG GOVERNMENTS OF 
BOTH DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES THAT IF THE 
UNITED STATES WITHDRAWS FROM THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
ORGANIZATION, THAT ORGANIZATION WOULD GRADUALLY DIMINISH 
IN IMPORTANCE AND EVENTUALLY LEAD TO ITS DISINTEGRATION. 

IT IS OUR HOPE, THEREFORE, THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL 
RECONSIDER ITS NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL WITH A VIEW TOWARDS 
PARTICIPATING CONTINOUSLY IN THE ORGANIZATION. THE 
MORE THAN 50 YEARS OF USEFUL SERVICE TO HUMANITY OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION WOULD BE BROUGHT 
TO NAUGHT IF THE UNITED STATES WITHDRAWS FROM THE ORGAN- 
IZATION. 

6. THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AVAILS ITSELF OF 
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED 
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STATES OF AMERICA THE RENWED ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST 
CONSIDERATION. END QUOTE. 

STULL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WITHDRAWAL OF MEMBERSHIP, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Sep-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MANILA13796 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77031 6-0849 
Format: TEL 
From: MANILA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977091 08/aaaadnet.tel 

Line Count: 97 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 5ab81 1 3a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1087014 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PHILIPPINE REACTION TO US WITHDRAWAL FROM ILO 
TAGS: ELAB, RP, US, ILO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5ab81 13a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



